372                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

bringing a young impudent fellow upon his knees,
making him take the woman, not indeed for the fear
of God, but for fear of the Devil.

This account of the doctor, or cunning man, may
stand upon record as a specimen of the magic which
we have now generally practised among us ; or, if
you please to take it, as a specimen of what is at
present put upon the world for magic. For as to
the real black art, or dealing with the Devil by way
of compact, intercourse, witchcraft, and such-like,
we find so little of it left, that we have some reason
to say it is quite out of use, and we have heard
very little of it in this part of the world for many
years.

Not that we are much better than our ancestors,
nor have we seen anything in the manners of the
people less addicted to sorcery than formerly ; but
custom has made men turn magicians to themselves;
we seem to carry on our correspondence with hell
single-handed, and by a kind of immediate inter-
course ; so that we want no more the help of the
magician, whatever we do of the magic. And here.,
I think, the magic itself being, as it were, brought
to a conclusion, the history of it is justly at a con-
clusion also. The arts of hell are now no more carried
on by particular instruments, and by way of profes-
sion ; the black art is at end ; the Devil having no
more need of the magicians, has dropped them, and
manages his affairs himself; and the magicians,
having no other access to the Devil than what is
imaginary and carried on by mere legerdemain,
whatever it was formerly, their number is decreased,
and, in a manner, worn off by time; so that you
have now nothing left but a few jugglers, cunning
men, gipseys, and fortune-tellers. In short, the
trade is decayed, and we may suppose the managers
of the black negotiation have turned their hands to
other employments.